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STURBRIDG E AND BURY 
. "FATS; © 


With an Account of the Games of the 
GxkEEs and Romans — of the prin- 
Cipal Fairs in Eu xo RE and AuE RICA 

and ſeveral ANECDOTES curious and 
entertaining. 


Fr E Inſtitution of Fairs and Markets 
is coeval with the firſt rude outline 
of Society; as the People were emerging 
from primitive Barbarity, and began to 
live in Villages and incorporated Towns, 

their ee Wants ſuggeſted them to 
improve their limited Property, and to 
exchange with their Neighbours ſuper- 
fluous Commodities for Neceſſaries; 
wholeſome Food, and plain Raiment, 
eaſily acquired by their Labour and their 
Frugality, they aimed at the Convenien- 
ces of Life, and aſhamed of their former 
Simplicity, their Houſes, Furniture, Ta- 
ble, and Apparel exhibited a growin 

Elegance and Luxury which required 
the Aſſiſtance of the uſeful Arts. Thus 
diſſeminated by emulative Induſtry, . 


Saleſmen and Manufacturers overſtock- _ 


ed with periſhable Merchandize, reſort- 
ed to divers Markets, and Sovereigns to 
9 111 B benefit 


WES, 
| benefit ſeveral Lords and their Vaſſals, 
8 Charters for holding Fairs at 
ſtated Times in the Lear. Several were 
held in open Fields, Heaths or Commons, 
under Tents, Booths, and Barracks erect- 
ed for the purpoſe; others in Places wall- 
ed in and formed into regular Streets, 
Lanes, &c. for the occaſion, as the Fair 
of St. Lawrence in Paris; and ſome were 
kept in the open Places and Streets of 
Cities, as Bartholomew Fair, Briſtol Fair, 
and the Fair of St. Germain; not only 
Merchants and Traders from divers Parts 
met at theſe Fairs to buy and ſell Com- 
modities, but a great Concourſe of all 
Claſſes of People to partake of the Diver- 
17 uſually accompanying ſuch Aſſem- 
fen VP 
The Games of Greece celebrated with 
the moſt pompous Solemnity, and fre- 
quented by Myriads of People from the 
Univerſe, may be reckoned the moſt 
ſplendid Fairs of Antiquity, as the im- 
menſe Circus of theſe Races exhibited 
magnificent Pavilions with all the Dainties 
and Refreſhments that could pleaſe the 
Palate, the moſt precious Jewels, the 
moſt coſtly Arms, the richeſt Tiſſues and 
Embroideries that could charm the Eye. 
There were in Greece four renowned 
Games of that kind, the Olympic and 
Iſthmian celebrated every fifth Lear, the 
1 -= 2520 „% e ben 


x 
EF: 
| Nemeatv'every' third Year, and the Py- 
thian unnually ; they all Jafted five days 
4400]. The Olympic Games werde firſt 
nſtituted by Hercules, in honour of. ju- 
piter Olympius, in the Plains of Elis, 
near the City of Olympia, by five Kinds 
of Exereiſes, viz. Leaping, Running, 
Wreſtling, - Quoiting, and Whirlbats, a 
Kind of Gauntlet-with Straps and leaden 
Plummets uſed at playing at Fiſty-Cuffs. 
Theſe Games being diſcontinued after 
the Death of Hercules; were reſtored by 
Iphicus 442 Years after their firſt Inſtitu- 
tion [777 Years before Chriſt]: from this 
laſt Epocha the Greeks began to reckon 
by Olympiads, every one of which con- 
tained the Space of four whole Years, 
and this laſted after the Reform of the 
Calendar, even to the Reign of Conſtan- 
tine. Thoſe who won the Prize, which 
was' a Crown of Ohve-tree, were called 
Olympionices, their Names were ſet 
down on public Record, and the Ho- 
Hour of Triumph was decreed to them. 
"The firſt that was crowned at theſe Games 
was one Chorobæus, who obtained the 


* 


Victory by Running. 8 
The Pythian Games were inſtituted in 
Honour of Apollo, for having ſhot to 
Death the Serpent Python. The Con- 
querors were crowned with Laurel. 
The Iſthmian were by Theſeus conſe- 
n 8 B 2 crated 


{#3 
_ crated to Neptune, Hercules, and Palce. © 
mon Son of one of the Gods of the Sea: 3 
the Iſthmus of Corinth was the Spot a. 
ſigned for their Celebration. The Victors 4 
had a Crown of Pine- tree. 
The Nemean Games were inſtituted ei- 
ther in Honour of Hercules, for having 
killed in the Foreſt of Nemea a Lyon of 
a prodigious Magnitude, ' at Cleonas, 2 
| City of Achaia in Peloponeſus ; or as 
| ſome pretend, on account of Archemorus, 
| the Son of Lycurgus, King of Nemea, 
| lain by a Serpent. The Conquerors were 
| crowned with Parſley. In all theſe Games, 
[ beſides the Exerciſes mentioned before, 


| 
| there were Prizes adjudged to Poets who 
had excelled their Competitors in the 
Eulogy of Heroes and victorious Cham: 
_—_—_: 76595 16} 1979 
Sylla in the 195 Olympiad brought 
theſe Games to Rome, Cato ſuperintend- 


| — + - Sal them, and 9 inſtituted others 
| like them, which he dedicated to Apfflo 


after the Battle of Actium. Nero &fta- 

J bliſhed in Imitation of the Olympic 

1 Games, Feaſts kept yearly in Honour of 
| Janus, on Mount Quirinal, and impraved 
greatly the Splendor and Solemnity of 
them by Muſic and Dancing; he drove 
himſelf a Chariot with ten Horſes coupled 
two and two, and won the Prize. p 
All the Spoils and Trophies of the con. 

| quered 


& 
i 
E. — 
1 
155 
os 
"© 
5X 
A. 
4 
5 
X 
+ af 
. 
* 
3 * 
n 
3 
* 
2 4% "= 
* 
8 
3 
x4£ 
* 
5 8 
— 7 
FOR, 7 
EL. 
* 1 
9 
e 
+ 25 
1 
5 * 
. 
1 
8 
SR 
3 
1 * 
AFG 
. — 
7 
* „ 
oo 
„ 
- 
__ 
: 24228 
» £760 
- IN 
bag go AP 
2 es 
2 dy 50 
Ds: 7 5 , 
D 
2 
? + 
4 ws 
LE 
3 
£& 
"1 
— 
1 
£8 hey 
8 WH 4 
_ 
- "ag 
1 
1. 
©" oo" 
RS 
3 
{ 
* ＋ 
Yo 
- 
+ x 
; 
« 


my” 
& 4 4 
» 3% 
4 SAS. 
f W 7; 
3 
3 
* 3 
* 
4 64 
1 
4 


(7). 


_ quered Nations, with the Riches of the 
World, were diſplayed at theſe 2 
Feſtivities. I hope this Digreſl 
not be diſagreeable to the Reader. Eric 
Puteanus has wrote a Treatiſe on the Fairs 
of the Romans, entitled, Nova Faſtorum 


on will 


Facula. ] 17 £1461 N 


. Tbe Fairs of later Inſtitutian are either 
me cor cb 2 * — Tolls and Impofi- 


tions. The Privileges of free Fairs con- 
fiſt chiefly, in. that all Traders, whether 


Natives or Foreigners, are allowed to en- 
ter the Kingdom, and are under the Royal 
Safeguard and Protection, in coming and 
returning, they and their Agents with 
their goods. The ſaid Perſons and their 
Effects are exempt from all Duties, Im- 
poſitions, Tolls, and Servitudes. Mer- 


chants in going to and returning from the 
Fair cannot be arreſted, nor their Goods 
ſtopped, Ha, R Ol 3-71 . 5 | 

It is the Sovereign alone that has a 
Right by his Letters Patent, to eſtabliſh 


Fairs, whether free or ſubject to Duties. 
Free Fairs make a very conſiderable 
Article in the Commerce of Europe; eſ- 
pecially that of the Mediterranean, and 


the Inland Parts of Germany, &c. where 
the continual Paſſage and Repaſſage of 


Veſſels is impracticable. | 
The moft celebrated Fairs in Europe 


are theſe 
1 The 


WI 
The Fairs of Francfort on the River 

1 held twice a Yeary in Spring and 
Autumn; eachi laſts fourtseh Days. They 
are famous for the Sale of all Kinds of 
Commodities, but particularly the im- 
menſe Quantity of curious Books in all 
dead and living Languages no where elſe 
to be found and where the eapital Book- 


ſellers thronghout all E Runyps uſed fur. 


niſn themſelves. 11 94 
The Fairs of Leipfie which are [held 
thrice u Lear; the firſt in January, the 
ſecond after Eaſter, and à third after 
Michaelmas; they hold twelve Days 
each. Before the ſavage Barbarities and 

horrible Depredations of the Tyrant of 
the North in Saxony, theſe Fairs were in 
the higheſt Repute. The Magnificence 


ol the two laſt Kings of. Poland, with 
their ſplendid Houſhold, and an excel. 


lent Italian Opera, rendered Leipfic at 
that time the moſt brilliant Couft, and 


the richeſt Mart in Europe. Immenſe 


Magazines of Dre ſden China cauſed the 
Admiratiom of Strangers The late Prince 
and Princes Electoral, with the Noble- 
men and Ladies of their Retinue, kept 
ſeveral. Shops for their Diverſion, and dif 


tribute compleat Services of China from 
the King's Magazines, and other precious 


Trinkets, te Perſons of Diſtinction. The 


turbulent F — * of the flouriſh 


ing 


- Ya 
— SEE Ll 


(. 9:)) * 
ing Condition of that Electorate, with his 


tion, and Wretchedneſs amidſt the en- 
| ſhaved Saxons; in vain did this Enemy 


of Mankind attempt to eſtabliſh at Franc - 
fort on the Oder a Fair on the Ruins of 
thoſe of Leipſic, Commerce and the uſe- 
ful Arts flew: at the Sound of his tre- 
mendous Chains 

The Fairs of Nevi, a little City in the 


Milaneſe, under the Dominion of the Re- 


ublic of Genoa; there are four in the 
ear, in February, May, Auguſt, and 


September. A vaſt Concourſe of the 


moſt conſiderable Merchants and Nego- 


tiants of the neighbouring Kingdoms re- 


fort thither for the tranſacting of Affairs, 
and ſettling Accounts. | 
T Phe Fairs of Riga, one in May, and the 
other in September. They are much 
frequented by the Engliſh, Dutch, and 


French Ships, as alſo from all Parts of 
the Baltic. 


The Fair of Archangel, ; during which 


all the Trade Foreigners have with that 


City is managed; it commences in the 
Middle of Auguſt, and holds fix Weeks: 
The Muſcovite Merchants attend here 
irom all Parts of: that vaſt Empire; and 
the Engliſh, Dutch, French, Swediſh, 
Damtfh, and other Ships in the Port of 
that City, on this Occaſion, commonly 
. | amount 


(10) ; 


amount to Three Hundred: But this is 


not a free Fair, as the reſt are; the Du- 
ties of Exportation and Importation are 
very ſtrictly paid, and on a very high 


footing. 


The Fair of St. Germain, one of the 
Suburbs of Paris, commences on the 
Third of February, and holds till Eaſter. 


It is only free for the firſt fifteen Days, 
and reſorted by the Beau Monde of the 


Capital and the Environs, on account of 


its fine Shews and Exhibitions, which 
ſurpaſs any Thing of that Kind in Europe. 

The Fairs of Lyons, which Mr, Du- 
cheſne in his Antiquity of Cities would 
inſinuate from a Paſſage in Strabo were 


eſtabliſhed by the Romans, though it is 


certain the Fairs as they now ſtand, are 


of much later Date. There are three in 


the Year, each laſting twenty Days, and 
free for ever; they begin on Eaſter Mon- 
day, the 26th of July, and the Firſt of 
December. All the rich and inimitable 
Manufactures of Silk, Gold, and Silver 
Stuffs worked in that opulent City, are 


bought and ſold for Exportation into all 


the States of Europe, and are wore eve 


where by Perſons of Faſhion, though 


prohibited under the moſt ſevere Penal- 
me. e es WT 
The Fair of Beaucaire, held partly in 


a City of that Name in Languedoc, and 


partly 


Em& 3 - 
partly in the open Country under Tents. 
It commences on the 22d of July, and on- 


ly holds for three Days; yet it is the 


greateſt and the moſt celebrated of all the 
Fairs in that Part of Europe, both for the 
Concourſe of Strangers from all Parts of 
the World, and for the Traffic of all 
Kinds of Goods; the Money returned in 
theſe three Days amounting ſometimes to 


above 300, l. 


The Fairs of Porto Bello, Vera Cruz, 
and the Havanna, are the moſt conſider- 
able of all thoſe in America. The two 
firſt laſt as long as the Flota and Gallions 
continue in thoſe Parts, and the laſt is o- 
pened as ſoon as the Flota or Gallions ar- 
ri ve there upon their return from Spain; 
this being the Place where the two Fleets 
oin. N 5 3 
PFlota is a Name the Spaniards give par- 
ticularly to the Ships which they ſend 


annually from Cadiz to the Port of Vera 


Cruz, to fetch the Merchandiſes gathered 
in Mexico for Spain. Thoſe ſent to fetch 
the Commodities prepared in Peru, are 
extled Gall ions 

The Spaniards ſend every Vear two 
Fleets, the one for Mexico, which they 
call the Flota, and the other for Peru, 


which they call the Gallions. The Gal- 


lions are eight in Number of fifty Pieces 
of braſs Cannon, beſides which there 1s 


— — rr agar ng —— — nn _ 
— — . ͤ ————————— 3 9 


— 


— — x 
a — - — 27 mobo 4 — — — — * — — — 
N 0 2 * — 1 - 5 - 7 w—_ — 5 To - K 5 — — 2 4 —— —„—4 
R — £ 2 7 „ | rr 2 de — — _ PRIEST — won — ** mg =o Ine — 0 7 * 4 . a r 
e eee er eee r ˙ A ²˙·.A.⏑ ¹¹ . ⅛ EOS . ] r˙ !! ]½ũ ...... •wCZ1l n . moo > + —— — 
% « 


[ 
z 
q 
3 
4 
: 
z 
3 
A} 
bs 
* 
? 
A 
3 x 
44 7 
Iz 
1 
15 
15 
zz 52 
| 
: 


„ 
a Patache of Advice; theſe are real Ships 
of War, and go on the King's Account: 
of Gold the Gallions bring yearly about 


two or three Millions of Crowns, and the 


Flota about one; of Silver the Gallions 


bring yearly 20,000 Crowns, and the 


Flota ten or twelve; of precious Stones 
the Gallions bring 600,000 Crowns worth. 
The Gallions are ſo loaden and embarraſl. 
ed with Merchandiſes, that in caſe of an 
Attack they would find it difficult to de- 
* Lord Anſon acquired 
Wealth and Honours by the Prize of one 
of theſe Gallions; and the mercantile 
Part of the Nation wiſhes for a Spaniſh 
War, on account of the Riches of theſe 
Fleets. The Spaniſh Merchants ſend at 
the fame time their Regiſter Ships to 
Peru and Mexico. 

The principal Fairs in the Kingdom 


next to Sturbridge, are thoſe of Briſtol, 


Portſdown, Bury, and Midſummer Fair 
near Cambridge. Port{down is now be- 
come the firſt Fair in the Kingdom for 


Hops and Cheeſe. 


The Fair of Buxy ST. EomunD, for- 


merly one of the moſt reſorted Marts in 
the Kingdom, was inſtituted as early as 


the Year 1272, in the latter part of Henry 


IIId. Reign. This Monarch returning 


from Norwich, where he had been to 
quell a great Riot between the ns 
and 


N IS 


(13 ) 
and the Monks, paſſed through Bury in 
his way to London; there he paid his 


| Devotions to the Shrine of St. Edmund; 


and at the Requiſition of Simon de Cutton, 


Abbot and Lord of Bury, he granted him 


a Charter for a Fair to be kept annually 


without the Precincts of the Monaftery, 
three Days before, and three Days after 


the Feaſt of St. Matthew, which has been 
ſince protracted to an uncertain Length, 
for the Advantage of the Fraders, and the 
Diverſion of the Company. By this Char- 
ter the Abbot had the Tolls of the Fair, 
and the ſole Government of it by his 
Steward, with the Overſight of the 
Weights and Meaſures, and the licenſt 

of all the Booths thereof. The Townl- 
men, and all within a Mile round the 


Town, were then ſubject to the Abbot, 


and the Alderman at the Entrance upon 
his Office, ſwore before the Steward of 
the Abbey, that he fhould maintain the 
Peace of the Borough, and in nothing da- 
mage or hurt the Abbot or Convent m 


any of their Rights and Privileges. King 


Henry HI. gave to this Monaftery ſpecial 
Marks of his Favour, for having received 
120 Marks of the Abbot and Monks, to- 
wards the Marriage af his Siſter Iſabella 

with Frederic, Emperor of Germany. 
Bury was then the greateſt Wool-Staple 
in the Eaſt of England, and is ſtill very 
C2 con- 
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conſiderable, employing the Poor in 
Combing and Spinning. The Wool Halls 
in St. Andrew's Street are very ſmall, -in 


Compariſon of the ſpacious Magazines, 


where all the Wool of the County was 
depoſited. Some of the Flemings brought 
hither by the Earl of Leiceſter, and ſeve- 
ral Artificers who came over with Queen 
Iſabel, Conſort of Edward II. eſtabliſhed 
at Bury Woolen Manufactures. 
The Tyranny of 'the Abbot, and the 
Oppreſſion of his Officers, cauſed divers 
Inſurrections of the Townſmen.- In one 
of them, headed by Richard Drayton and 
Robert Foxton, the Firſt of Edward III. 
[ 1827 | they plundered the Church and 
the Abbey, and carried away their Char- 
ters, one of which was that granted for 
St. Matthew's Fair by Henry III. The 
Inſurgents extorted a Charter from 


Richard de Draughton, Abbot of Bury, 


whom they kept Priſoner with ſome of 
his Monks, till they had ſealed a Grant 
of the Tolls and Government of this Fair 
to the Guild of Merchants and Alder- 
men; but this Inſtrument drawn up by 
Compulſion, was declared void by the 
King's Manual Seal, and the Abbot re- 
ſtored to his Privileges. This Fair was 
ſince kept by Preicription, and the 
Monks taking Advantage of the credu- 


lous Superſtition of the Times, made a 


conſider- 


Ca) 


conſiderable Collection in Vows, Maſſes, 


and Offerings to St. Edmund's Shrine a- 
mongſt his Votaries. The Abbot kept an 
open Table whilſt the Fair laſted for no- 
ble Gueſts, and Perſons of inferior Rank 
were daily entertained in the Refectory 
wwith the Monks. There were different 
Rows alligned for the Manufacturers of 
Norwich, Ipſwich, Colcheſter, the Lon- 
doners, and the Dutch: the Jewellers, 
Silverſmiths, Toymen, and Silk Mercers 
occupied all the-Avenues to the Abbot's 
Palace., Minſtrels, Juglers, and Mounte- 


banks were commonly allowed to per- 


form their Feats of Dexterity during the 
Fair, which brought thither a great Con- 
courſe of Gentlemen and Ladies from 
Suffolk, Norfolk, and Eſſex. 3 
Mary Tudor, Queen of France, Relict 
of Lewis XII. and Siſter of Henry VIII. 
who married afterwards Charles Brandon, 
Duke of Suffolk, went every Year from 
her Manor of Weſthorp to this Fair; ſhe 
had a magnificent Tent, with a ſplendid 
Retinue, and a Band of Mulic, to attend, 
and to recreate the Perſons of Diſtinction 
who came to pay her Homage. The 
Duke, who was the moſt dexterous Man 
of his Age in Tilting, engaged from all 
Parts of the Kingdom ſeveral armed 
Knights to theſe martial Exerciſes, which 
made this Fair for ſome Years frequented 
by many noble Perſonages. 

John 


5 
John Melford, the laſt Abbot, ſurren- 
dering the Abbey at the Diſſolution, the 
Alderman received the Toll, and affum- 
ed the Government of this Fair. King 
James I. in the 6th Year of his Reign gave 
the Reverſion of the Fairs and Markets of 
Bury in free Farm to the Corporation. 
The Market Croſs is converted into a 
Theatre, ufed only during this. Fair by 
the Norwich Comedians. This Fair has 
conhderably decreaſed for forty Years 
paſt, and is now become rather a Place 
of Amuſement than a temporary Mart, as 
moſt of the Merchandifes now brought 
thither are chiefly Articles of Luxury and 
John Lidgate, the famous Poet, who 
was a Monk of St. Edmund's, wrote an 
elegant Latin Poem upon Bury Fair in 
1435. | 
This Fair is held on a ſpacious Plain, 
betwixt the magnificent Gate of the Ab- 
bey and the Town; it begins the Twenty- 
firit of September, and laſts fourteen 
Days. It 1s the Rendezyous of the Beau 
Monde every Afternoon, who conclude . 
their Evenings by the Plays or Aſſem- 
blies. This Fair confiſts chiefly of ſeve- 
ral Rows of Haberdaſhers, Milliners, 
Mercers, Jewellers, Silverſmiths, and 
Toy Shops, which make a fine Shew. 
MipsUMMER FAIR is of much more an- 
cient Date than Sturbridge. Fuller at- 
tributes 


( 9 
tributes its mo to — Ne 
quently playing on the very Spot where 
A is LES ns this Day; their — and 
Relations often accompanied them to pre- 
vent any Danger from the Vicinity of the 
Water, or to keep them off Hurt and 
Miſchief: this Field being more and 
more reſorted in the Summer Seaſon, 
Booths were erected for the Accommoda- 
tion and Entertainment of the Company ; 
and at laſt ſome Pedlars began to ſell their 
Wares as early as the Year 1106, in the 
Reign of Henry I. ſurnamed Beauclerk, 
.or the Scholar, who had received the 
Elements of his Education at Cambridge 
Schools, long before it was an Univerſity. 
This Fair now conſiſts chiefly of Earthen- 
Wares, a China Warehouſe, where Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies Raffle every Evening 
for ſome uſeful and ornamental China, 
and ſome Booths for Refreſhment: it 
laſts about three Weeks. 
STURBRIDGE FAIR 1s 10. called from 
the Stur, a little Rivulet on both Sides 
where it is kept. Some pretend it took 
its Name from the Toll or Cuſtom that 
was paid at the Bridge, for all Steers and 
young Cattle that paſſed there. Accord- 
Ing to Fuller, a Clothier of Kendal in 
Weſtmoreland, a Town even then, Lani- 
fici gloria et induſtria præcellens, i. e. 
excelling in the Art and Renown of work- 
ing 


(8) 
ing Wool, caſually wetted his' Cloth in 
the Stur, on the Eaſt of Cambridge, in 
his Paſſage to London; as the Cloth had 
been damaged by the Water, he expoſed =» 
it there to ſell, at a very low Rate ; yet 
it ſeems he ſold it for more than Prime 
Coſt. He returned next Year with ſome 
other: of his Townſmen, offering to ſell 
Cloth-unſpotted, and of a better Quality. 
Their. Succels engaged their Fellow Citi- 
zens, with ſeveral'other Sellers, Buyers, 
and Lookers-on to frequent this Place, 
which in a few Years became'a conſider- 
able Mart for Wool Manufactures: in 
Memorial whereof the Burghers of Ken- | 
dal challenged formerly the Privilege of 
chuſing annually at Sturbridge Fair one 
of their Town to be chief Factor, before 
whom an antic Sword Was carried] with 
ſome additional Mirth and Feſtivity. 
This Proceſſion was: diſuſed in ane Time 
of the Civil Wars. 
Here was formerly an Hoſpital for Le- 
| pers, dedicated to St. Mary Magdaten, 
| the Chapel of which is ſtill ſtanding near 
Paper-Mills, and is uſed as a Victualling- 
houſe in time of the Fair; their Burying- 
place was near Coldhams, around which 
ſome Houſes formerly ſtood. This Hof- 
pital was under the Government of the 
Corporation of Cambridge, by a Leaſe 
of — Years; which. in the Year 1245, | 
was | 
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( 19) 
was granted to the Biſhops of Ely. It 
was leaſed by Henry VIII. on the Diſſo- 
lution, to the Town of Cambridge for 60 
Years; but the annual Value does not ap- 

ear, In the 4th of James I. it was grant- 
ed to John Shelbury and Philip Chewte, 
Gentlemen. The Chapel 1s alſo uſed as 
a Roy for the Timber to build the 
8. | . 
Near half a Mile Eaſt of Barnwell 
Sturbridge Fair is kept, which is ſet out 


annually on the Fourth of September, by 


the Mayor, Aldermen, and the Reſt of 
the Corporation of Cambridge, who all 
ride thither in a grand Proceſſion, with 
Muſic playing betoxe them, and moſt 

the Boys of the Town on Horſeback af- 
ter them, who as ſoon as the Ceremony 


1s read over, ride to the Limits of the 


Place; each Boy at his Return to Cam- 


bridge had MR a Cake and ſome 
Ale at the Town-Hall. 


Fourteen Days after, they ride in the 


fame Manner to proclaim it, which be- 


ing done, the Fair begins, and continues 
three Weeks, though the greateſt Part 1s 


over in a Fortnight. 


This Fair, which was once the greateſt 
temporary Mart in the World, is yet con- 
ſiderable enough to deſerve particular 
Notice. It is kept in a Corn Field, about 
half a Mile Square, having the River 
e D Cam 
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Cam running on the North Side thereof, 
and the Rivulet called the Stour on the 
Eaſt Side. It is about two Miles Eaſt of 
Cambridge Market-Place, where, during 
the Fair, Coaches, Chaiſes, and Chariots 
attend to carry Perſons to the Fair. 
If the Field on which the Fair is kept 

is not cleared of the Corn by the Twenty 
fourth of Auguſt, the Builders may tram- 
ple it under Foot to build their Booths; 
and if the ſame be not cleared of the 
Booths, and Materials belonging thereto, 
by Michaelmas-Day at Noon, (Old Style) 
the Ploughmen may enter the ſame with 
their Horſes, Ploughs, and Carts, and de- 
ſtroy whatever they find on the Premi- 
ſes. The Filth, Dung, and Straw left be- 
hmd by the Fair-Keepers, make them 
Amends for their trampling 'and harden- 
ing the Ground. + e N 
The Shops or Booths are built in regu- 
lar Rows like Streets, having each their 
Name; as Garlick Row, Ironmongers 
Row, Cook Row, and Bookſellers Row; 
this laſt has been for ſeveral Vears paſt 
deſerted by Men eminent in that Trade. 
This Area was formerly divided into 
many Streets, which were called Corn- 
hill, Cheapſide, the Poultry, and by the 
Names of many other Streets in London, 
to diſtingutſh them from each other. 
Among theſe Booths there were, not only 
OO. _ Warehouſes 
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Warehouſes and Shops of almoſt every 
Kind of Commodity, fold Wholeſale or 
Retail, and all Sorts of Traders, as Gold- 
ſmiths, Toymen, Jewellers, Braziers, 
Turners, Milliners, Haberdaſhers, Hat- 
ters, Mercers, Drapers, Pewterers, China 
Warehouſes, and moſt Trades that can be . 
found in London; but likewiſe Coffee- 
Houſes, Taverns, Eating-Houſes, Muſic 
Shops, Buildings for the Exhibition of 
Drolls, Puppet Shews, Legerdemain, 
Mountebanks, Wild Beaſts, Monſters, 
Giants, Dwarfs, Rope Dancers, &c. 
Though. there is an Act of Parliament 
which prohibits the acting of Plays with- 
in ten Miles of Cambridge, a Com- 
my or two of Players are allowed to 
perform during the Fair. Beſides the 
Booths, there are ſix or ſeven brick 
Houſes, built many Years ago, and in 


— 


any of which the Country People are ac- 


commodated with hot or cold Goole, 
roaſt or boiled Pork, &c. | | 
Croſſing the main Road, at the South 
End of Garlick-Row, is a great Square, 
formed of the largeſt Booths, called the 
Duddery. This Area, from 240 to 300 
Feet, is ſcarce inferior to Blackwell-Hall; 
it is chiefly taken up with Woollen-Dra- 
pers, Wholeſale Taylors, and Sellers of 
Second-hand Cloaths, &c. where the 


Dealers have a Room before their Booths 


D 2 to 
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to take down and open their Packs, and 
to bring in Waggons to load and unload 
the ſame. In the Center of this Square 
was, within a few Years, erected a May- 
pole, with a Vane at the Top; and in this 


Square, on the two Sundays during the 
Fair, Morning and Afternoon, divine Ser- 


vice was read, and a Sermon preached 
from a Pulpit placed in the open Air, by 


the Miniſter of Barnwell, who was hand- 


ſomely paid by the Contribution of the 
Fair Keepers. | 

In the Year 1710, a Diſpute ariſing be- 
tween the Corporation of Cambridge, and 


the Patron of Barnwell, concerning the 
Right of appointing a Sturbridge-Fair 


Preacher, cauſed the two following Ad- 
yertiſements to be publiſhed ; 


„„ t, 110. 
WHEREAS Mr. Mayor of Cambridge 
has actually this Year, contrary to Lau, an- 
cient Uſage and Cuflom, ſet up an unlicenſed 


Preacher at Sturbridge-Fair, in Oppoſition 


to the preſent Patron and Miniſter of Barn- 
well, 'who claim the Right of preaching there 
from immemorial Preſcription : We the Pa- 


tron and Miniſter thereof, do hereby make 


it known, in Vindication of our own jufl 
Rights, and thoſe of the future Patrons and 
Miniſters of the ſaid Pariſh, that we ſhall 
deem the Perſon or Perſons who have or fhall 
r | ne, 
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eſume, in Oppoſition to us, to preach within 
22 Pariſh Bounds, to be Intruders upon 


our Privilege; and that we will uſe all lau. 
ful Means to aſſert and maintain our Title 


againſt all fuch Uſurpers and their Abettors. 


Cambridge, Sept. 10, 1711. 
WHEREAS tis the Reſolution of the 


Corporation of Cambridge, againſt the pre- 
ſent Incumbent of Barnwell, to jet up a 


Preacher in Sturbridge-Fair; being led there- 
into by artificially perſuading ſome of his 


Predeceſſors into an illegal Note againſt the 


Patron, his Clerk, and Succęſſors in the ſaid 
Living: and Sturbridge-Fair being in the 
Pariſh of Little St. Andrew's Barnwell, and 
the Miniſters thereof have (when Right and 
Law prevailed) Time out of Mind, without 
any Diſturbance, (the ſaid Corporation of 
Cambridge finding always a Pulpit) per- 

he Service of the two Lord's Days 
during the ſaid Fair, with their Congrega- 
tion, Service Books, Veſtments, Pulpit Orna- 
ments, and Pariſh Clerk, in Gratitude for 
the Collection that has been there always made, 


for the better Support of themſelves under 


their ſmall Parochial Income, till the laſt 
Year 1710, for which Intrufion then the un- 
wary Ufurper was cenſured in the Biſhop's 


: Eccleſiaſtical Court. Theſe do humbly give 


Notice to the Gentlemen, of the Farr, that the 
Pulpit not being allowed this Year as uſual, 
A | and 


The Manufacturers 1 Norfolk, Suffolk, 


i „ 
and it not being known ſoon enough to pro- 
wide one, the Service of the next Lord's Day 
during this preſent Fair, will be 1 5 
in the Pariſh Church, Morning and Evening. 
by the Miniſter of Barnwell. n 
115 5 WILL. PIERS. 


For ſome Years paſt the Service has 
been performed in Barnwell Church. 
In this Duddery only Woollen Goods 
have been fold to the Value of 100,000]. 
in leſs than a Week's Time; befides the 
prodigious Trade carried on here by the 


Wholeſale Taylors from London, and 


molt other Parts of England, who tranſact 


their Buſineſs wholly in their Pocket- 


Books, and meeting here their Chapmen 
from all Parts, make up their Accounts, 


receive Money chiefly in Bills, and take 
further Orders. Theſe exceed by far 


the Sale of Goods actually brought to the 
Fair, and delivered in Kind; it having 
frequently happened, that the London 


Wholeſale Men carried back Orders from 


their Dealers for 10,0001. worth of Goods 


a Man, and ſome much more; and once 


in this Duddery, it is ſaid, there was a 
Booth, conſiſting of ſix Apartments, all 


belonging to a Dealer in Norwich Stuffs 


only, who had there above 20,000]. worth _ 
of thoſe Goods. 


and 


FF 

and Eſſex, generally laid out 60, oool. in 
Wool and Leather; the Upholſterers and 
Ironmongers Wares amounted to a conſi- 
derable Sum, and Hops to ſtill more, the 
Price of which all over the Kingdom was 
generally ſettled at this Fair, and large 


CTommiſſions were negotiated for all Parts 


of the Kingdom. 
September 25th, being the Horſe-Fair 
Day, an incredible Number of People re- 
ſort thither, and all the Eating Houſes 
ſwarm with Jockeys, who, like Locuſts, 
_ devour all their Proviſions. _ 
During the Fair Colcheſter Oyſters and 
White Herrings, juſt coming into Seaſon, 
were brought in great Quantity. | 
- Notwithſtanding the Multiplicity of 
Buſineſs, and the Concourſe of People, 
there 1s very ſeldom any Confuſion or 
Diſorder, by which Life and Property 1s 
endangered. ET 
This Fair is in many Reſpects like a 
well ordered City. Here is a Court of 
Juſtice always open from Morning till 
Night, where the Mayor of Cambridge, or 
his Deputy, fits as Judge, determining all 
Controverſies in Matters ariſing from the 
Buſineſs of the Fair, and ſeeing the Peace 
kept thereof, for which Purpoſe he has 
eight Servants, called Red Coats, attending 
him during the Fair, one or other of which 
are conſtantly at Hand in divers _ 
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and if any Diſpute ariſes between Buyer 


and Seller, on calling out Red Coat, you 
have 1n an Inſtant one or more running to 
you, and if the Diſpute is not quickly de- 
cided, the Offender is carried to the faid 
Court, where the Caſe 1s determined ina 
ſummary Way, with Steadineſs and Di- 
ligence, as is practiſed in thoſe called 
Pye-Powder Courts in other Fairs, from 
which Sentence there hes no Appeal. 

About two or three Days after the 
Horſe-Fair the Country Gentry for ſeve- 
ral Miles round begin to come in with 
their Families, and lay out much Money 


among the Tradeſmen, and in Shews. 


Though the Corporation of Cambridge 
has the Tolls of this Fair, and the Govern- 
ment as aforeſaid, yet the Body of the 
Univerſity has the Overſight of the 
Weights and Meaſures thereof, as well as 
at Midſummer and Reach Fairs, and the 
licenfing of all Shew-Booths and Players; 
and the Proctors of the Univerſity keep a 


Court there alſo to hear Complaints about 


Weights and Meaſures, ſeek out and pu- 
nifh diſorderly, Women, and keep their 
Youth in Awe. | 

Many Traders with their Servants and 


Families lie in their Shops; their Beds are 
laid on Boards, nailed to four Pieces of 
Timber about a Foot from the Ground, 
and four Boards round, to keep the Per- 


{ſons 


1 
ſons and their Cloaths from falling. A 
high Wind often blows down their Booths, 
as it didin 1741; and a heavy Rain forces 
through the Hair Cloths that cover them. 
The Concourſe of People whom Buſineſs 
and Diſſipation concurred formerly to 
bring to this Place, was ſo great, that not 
only Cambridge, but all the neighbour- 
ing Villages were full, and even the Barns 
and Stables were converted into drinking 
Rooms and Lodgings for the meaner Sort 
of People. The heavy Goods from Lon- 
don are brought by Sea to Lynn, whence 
they are carried in Barges up the Ouſe to 
the Cam. More than fifty Hackney 
Coaches from London have been fre- 
quently plying at this Place; and even 
Wherries brought from the Thames in 
8 to row People up and down the 
am. | 
| The laſt Day of the Fair was formerly 
devoted to the Diverſion of the 3 
ny, and diverſified by ſeveral Exerciſes, 
as Horſe and Foot Races, Wreſtling, &c. 
The excellent Cauſeway near this Place, 
which reaches near four Miles, was begun 
by Dr. Hervey, Maſter of Trinity-Hall, 
and finiſhed by Wm. Wortes, Eſq; of 
Cambridge. | 5 
This Fair, inſtituted by the Spirit and 
Perſeverance of a few Clothiers of Ken- 
dal, met at firſt no Support from the Go- 
7 E | vernment, 
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vernment, whoſe Sinews were outſtretch- 
ed in upholding the victorious Standards 
of Henry V. on the Continent. His Paſ- 
ſion for ſplendid Conqueſts, which daz- 
zled the Multitude, made him neglect 
Commerce, Manufactures, and the peace- 
ful Arts. - Theſe foreign Conqueſts were 
more oſtentatious than uſeful, they ac- 
quired the Engliſh Fame and Glory, but 
no real Advantage and Proſperity. The 
Nobility and Gentry deſpiſed, after the 
'Example of the Conqueror of France, 
'whomſoever did not follow the Camp, 
and even the mercantile Part of the Na- 
tion, abandoned their native Country, to 
feek for new Settlements, into a-diſtract- 
ed Kingdom, whole Acquiſition was pre- 


} carious, and whoſe Wretchedneſs left no 
1 5 Room for commercial Advantage or In- 
1 Aduſtry. The ſew Woollen Manufactures 
= -. eſtabliſhed in England by the Flemings, 


under the Auſpices of Edward III. were 
.at a Stand for Want of Artificers, and 
whilſt the Huſbandmen become Soldiers, 
I preyed in France upon the fcanty Provi- 
1 lions of the vanquiſhed, their Wives and 
Children ſtarved for Want of Employ- 
ment amidſt Bonfires and public Rejoic- 
ings. | HEY 
| Peet lndiag the Calamities of the 
Time, the Obſtruction of Roads almoſt 
impaſſable, and the great Diſtance of 
. = Kendal 
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Kendal from Cambridge, ſome Woollen-. 
Drapers ventured to bring their Clothes 
to Sturbridge on Packhorſes; as they did 


not travel above fifteen Miles in a Day, 


they were about fifteen Days upon the 
Road. Ihe Length and the Riſk /of the 


Voyage through St. George's into the 


Engliſh Channel, detered them from 
ſending their Goods by Sea, as no Ships 
were then inſured. The Expences of 
theſe itinerant Traders did not common» 
ly exceed Six-pence the Day for Man 
and Horſe; and in Villages, which had 
then no Inns, they were entertained Gras 
tis by ſome (hoſpitable Huſbandman, 
whole Kindneſs they repaid by ſome lit- 
tle Preſent to his Wife and Children, In- 
ſtead of Money, the Kendal Clothiers 
bartered Part of their Woollen Manufac- 
tures for Saffron, and ſupplied with that 
Commodity the Druggiſts and the Apo- 
thecaries Shops of ſeveral Monaſteries on 
their return Home. wes $5404 os mate 

After Henry V. had been declared Re- 
gent of France, and Succeſſor to that 


Throne, by the famous Treaty of Troyes, 


all the Inhabitants of the French Provin- 
ces, who had ſworn Fealty to the Engliſh 


Monarch, obtained Paſſes to come over 


for Pleaſure or Buſineſs. Sturbridge 
Fair was, during the latter Part of his 


Reign, and the Minority of Henry VI. 
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(6309 
much reſorted by French Mercers, Toy- 
men, Perfumers, Mountebanks, Rope- 
Dancers, &c. who introduced amongſt 
us their Baubles, their Cookery, and 
their Follies. New Booths were erected 
every Year; and as early as the Middle 
of the fifteenth Century, Sturbridge Fair 
was in ſuch a Repute, for Traffic and 
Amuſements, that Richard the Great, 
Duke of Vork, and Earl of Cambridge, 


afterwards ſlain at Wakefield, ſpent a Da 


there in a Tent of Cloth of Gold, wit 
ſeveral Noblemen and Ladies, attended 
by a Band of Muſic. 'Though Cambridge 
was far from the Seat of the Civil Wars 
betwixt the two contending Royal Houſes 
of Lancaſter and York; the Fair decreaſed 
conſiderably during this calamitous Pe- 
riod, as Traders were afraid to have their 
Goods intercepted by one or the other 
Party ; the Burghers of Kendal =; ome 


terrified by the Depredations of formid- 
able Armies in the North, durſt not ſtir 


out of their Town, till the Concluſion of - 

that Tragedy. | | | 
The Spirit of Gallantry which reigned 

in the Court of Edward IV. diſſeminated 


through all the Kingdom elegant Vice 


and Pageantry. In the Year 1481 a gro- 
teſque Maſquerade of Londoners, per- 
ſonated for ſeveral Days at Sturbridge 

Fair, Lewis XI, King of France, * 
like 


( 31 ) 
like a Pilgrim, with his favourite Barber, 
and the emaciated Attendants of this diſ- 
truſtful and parſimonious Monarch, ſhut 
up in his Caſtle of Pleſſis near Tours. 

Richard III. in 1484 ſent two Agents to 
Sturbridge Fair, to enquire ſlily from the 
Traders, how the Inhabitants of their re- 
ſpective Counties ſtood affected to him, 
and inclined to a Revolution in Favour 
of Henry Earl of Richmond; they pur- 
chaſed a vaſt Quantity of Goods, and 
praiſed the Tyrant as a moſt deſirable 
Sovereign for a commercial People. The 
_ Sweating Sickneſs which in 1485 proved 
ſo fatal to the Kingdom, and to Cam- 
bridge 1n particular, greatly damaged the 
A * 

Henry VII. by directing his greateſt Ef- 
forts to promote Trade and Commerce, 
introduced a Spirit of Liberty among the 
People, and diſengaged them from their 
Dependence on the Nobility. The great 


Lords before this happy Ara, bidding 


Defiance to the Sovereign, and oppreſling 
their Vaſſals with Impunity, were in- 
trenched in their Caſtles garriſoned by a 
Number of armed Men their Depend- 
ents. The Artificers, Victuallers, and 
Shop-Keepers ſettled in ſome Place adja- 
cent, in order to furniſh the Lord and his 
Attendants with what Neceſſaries they 
wanted, Henry invited them to a more 

com- 


SP 


commercial Situation, and never omitted 
the Rights of Commerce in all his Trea- 


ties with foreign Prince. 
About this Time | r508 ] the Europeans 
made new Diſcoveries and remote Ac- 
quiſitions. The Portugueſe had failed 
round the Cape of Good Hope, and Co- 
lumbus had made the 1 of Ame- 
rica. Henry gave a Patent to ſome Briſ- 
tol Merchants to go in Queſt of new Coun- 
tries. He taught his Subjects Economy 
and Payment of their Debts, the great In- 
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| centives to Induſtry, by his own Example. 
bl Sturbridge Fair was greatly benefited by 
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the Encouragement he gave to the rifing 
Arts, all the new Manufactures eſtabliſn- 
ed towards the End of his Reign, were 
brought to this famous Mart, even then 
reckoned the firſt in England. Minſtrels, 
Rope Dancers, Mountebanks, &c. were 
by the King's Proclamation forbidden ta 
perform in all the Fairs of the Kingdom. 
In 1529 George Foyſter, and in 1534 Ed- 
ward Thompſon, Mayors of Cambridge, 
were excommunicated by the Vice Chan- 
cellor for Obſtinacy, and prevented from 
keeping their Court at Sturbridge Fair. 
The Tyranny and Perſecution of Henry 
== VIII. who had confiſcated the Revenues 
Ih of ſome Colleges at Cambridge, and in- 
{i b joined them to diſcontinue their Lectures, 
| "hindered the Vice. Chancellor from keep- 
: ing 
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( 33 ) 88 
ing his Court at Sturbridge Fair for three 
Years ſucceſſively. Towards the End of 
this Reign, Indigo was brought from In- 


dia, and ſold at this Fair. 


In 1553 Chriſtopher F rank, Mayor of 


Cambridge, refuſed to take his Oath to 


the Vice Chancellor, till forced by the 


Lord Protector's Letters. Some Vagrants, 
according to a late Act, were marked on 
the Breaſt with the Letter V, imprinted 


with an hot Iron at Sturbridge Fair, by a 


Sentence of the Mayor's Court. He en- 
tertained this Year in his Booth, the 


Knights of the Shire, and the Burgeſles 
for the Town: the firſt were then allow- 


ed by their Conſtituents, Stat. 35. Henry 
VIII. 11. Four Shillings a Day, and the 


laſt two, for their Attendance in Parlia- 


ment. | 


In the laſt Year of Queen Mary's Reign, 
the Univerſity, neceſlitated for Money, 


were about to contract with the Townl- 
men for a ſmall Sum, to ſell unto them 


all the Privileges in that Fair [1557 ], had 
not Dr. Robert Braſley, Provoſt of King's, 
by his ſtrenuous Oppoſition, preſerved 


the ſame to the Univerſity. 

Theſe Privileges were confirmed by 

Charter of Queen Elizabeth, before the 
Lord Chancellor, my Lord of Canter- 
bury, and the Duke of Norfolk, there 
being alſo preſent my Lord Marquis of 
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ſures, of all Manner of Victuals, of all 
Regrators and Foreſtallers. 
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Exeter, when it was decreed by the ſaid 


Lords that Sturbridge Fair was in the 
Suburbs of Cambridge, and that the Vice 
Chancellor, or his Commiſſary, might 


keep Court Civ1l there for Pleas, where a 
Scholar, or a privileged Perſon was one 
Party ; Item, that in the ſame Fair the 
Univerſity had the Overſight, Correction, 


and Puniſhment of all Weights and Mea- 


Knit Stockings were firſt brought to 


this Fair in 1565, and Wove Stockings in 
1600. IL 
Item, it was determined that Spices be 


counted Victuals. ; 
The Voyages of Drake and Cavendiſh 


round the World, and the Colony of New 
England, ſettled at the ſole Expences of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, in extending the 


Commerce and Navigation of theſe King- 
doms, procured to England Commodities 
and Articles of Luxury unknown before; 
every Year exhibited at Sturbridge new 


Products from beyond the Eaſt and the 


Weſt of the Atlantic Ocean. | 
The Queen viſited Cambridge, and 


made an elegant Speech in Latin to the 
Univerſity. . 


Several of the Flemings, perſecuted by 


the Court of Spain, found an Aſylum in 
England, and brought with them their 


Manu- 


r (0 (0) mis 
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( 35 ) 
Manufactures and their Induſtry, which 
more than repaid the Protection they 
found. Some of them contributed to 
make Sturbridge the moſt frequented 
Woolſtaple 2 World. 5 
Some juglers, Minſtrels, and Gipſies 
pretending Skill in Palmiſtry, were by 
the Mayor's Court ordered to be whip- 
ped at the Fair in 1602, according to Stat. 
oo. Bhi 5 ont, + 
John Edmunds, Mayor of Cambridge, 
died ſuddenly in his Booth in 1605. This 
Year Hackney Coaches from London 


plyed for the firſt Time at the Fair. 


A few Years after the Acceſſion of 
James I. to the Crown, the Scotch Ped- 
lars reſorted conſtantly to Sturbridge 
Fair, and brought thither their ſmall 


Wares and their Bagpipes: thoſe who 


came never returned; and the Number 
of Scotch in London, which in the Vear 


1367 did not exceed Fifty- eight, now a- 


mounted to ſeveral Thouſands. 

The People of the Iſlands of Jerſey and 
Guernſey ſupplied alſo the Fair with Knit 
Stockings. 
The diſaſtrous Reign of Charles I. 
which armed one Part of the Nation a- 
gainſt the other, put a Stop to all com- 
mercial Intercourſe in the Kingdom, and 


reduced Sturbridge Fair to the loweſt 


Ebb. During the puritanical Govern- 
. 1 ment 
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( 36 ) 
ment of Cromwell, enthuſiaſtic Preachers 
inveighed there againſt all public Shews 


and Diverſions. In the Year 1629 the 


great Plague in Cambridge prevented 

Traders from keeping the Far. 
Tea, which the Lords Arlington and 

Oſſory had firſt brought from Holland 


towards the End of the laſt Century, was 


ſold at firſt for Sixty Shillings the Pound. 
As it became univerſal in the Kingdom, a 
great Quantity was ſold at Sturbridge 
Fair after the Reſtoration. In 1665 Stur- 
bridge Fair was again omitted on Ac- 
count of the Plague 

The Arts of Peace began to return, as 
ſoon as Fanaticiſm and Faction, with all 
their Train of melancholy Terrors, were 
diſpelled, but unhappily the Arts of Lux- 
ury entered with them. „„ 3 

The Manufactures of Mancheſter, 


Glaſs, Copper, Steel, Paper Hats, and 


Stockings, were now brought to Perfec- 
tion, and ſold at Sturbridge. Upon the 
Revocation of the Edict of Nantz, the 
Proteſtants of France came in great Num- 
bers to ſettle here, and introduced the 
Manufactory of Spitalfields, and ſeveral 
others. The King came to Newmarket 
Oct. 4, 1671, and in 1680 he came to 
Cambridge with his Queen Sept. 22. 

In 1686 the Vice Chancellor of Cam- 


bridge was ſummoned before the Eccle- 


ſiaſtical 


. 
fiaſtical Court, for having refuſed to ad- 
mit one Francis, a Benedictine Monk, to 
the Degree of Maſter of Arts; the Vice 
Chancellor was deprived of his Office, 
but the Univerſity perſiſted in their Re- 
fuſal, and the King thought proper to de- 
ſiſt from his Purpoſe. The Vice Chan- 
cellor's Court was not this Year held at 
the Fair. TD. 
The Dutch Traders reſorted conſtant- 
ly to Sturbridge Fair, in the Reign of 
King William, and fold there their Toys, 
their Cheeſe, and their Pipes. The Act 
for repairing the Highways in the County 
of Cambridge was revived in this Reign, 
and put in Execution in 1689. King 
William came to Cambridge from New- 
market April 10th. | 
Queen Anne's Wars, however ſucceſs- 
ful, were very detrimental to the inte- 
r1or Trade of the Kingdom. In 1704 the 
Queen came to Cambridge from New- 
market, April the 16th. An Act of Par- 
liament paſſed in her Reign, to make the 
River Cam navigable from Clayhithe to 
Queen's Mill in Cambridge. By this Act 
the Chancellor of Cambridge, or his De- 
puty, Heads of Colleges, or their Depu- 
ties, were authoriſed, with the Mayor of 
Cambridge, Aldermen, and Juſtices, to 
chuſe eleven Perſons to be Conſervators 
of the ſaid River Cam. This Act proved 
| very 
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(38 ) 
very beneficial to thoſe who ſent their 
Goods by Water to Sturbridge Fair. 
In 1717 George I. came to Cambridge the 
Sixth of October, and was preſented with 
a Purſe and Fifty broad Pieces of Gold. 


In 1728 George II. came hither, and 


was preſented as before. | 
In 17g an Act paſſed conſtitutingthe Vice 
Chancellor and Mayor of Cambridge, Jul- 
tices of the Peace for the County. 
For theſe twenty Vears paſt Sturbridge 
Fair has been upon the Decline. A 
heavy Load of Taxes entailed upon the 
People ever ſince the laſt War, the exor- 
bitant Price of Proviſions, the eaſy Com- 
munication with all commercial Cities 
and manufacturing Towns, the great In- 


creaſe of Land Carriages, the navigable 


Canals lately cut, and the Number of Ri- 


ders from the Capital and other trading 


ruined all the Fairs. The interior Trade 
and foreign Commerce are now carried 
on in a much more extenſive Plan than 
formerly. The principal Towns in every 


County, ſupplied with Goods all the lit- 


tle Shops of the Environs, and very few 


had a Correſpondence with the principal 


Places of Traffic. Now inſtead of buy- 
ing their Goods from the third and fourth 


Hand, the little Shopkeepers even of ob- 


{cure 


X32 
* 


Places, who take Orders for all Kinds of 
Merchandiſe all over the Kingdom, have 


( 99 ) 

: ſcure Villages have them from the firſt, 
Ir When the Fair comes, which formerly 
| ſupplied the County of Cambridge with 
C all the Commodities, and the Articles of 
h Luxury fit for Sale, the Tradeſmen are 
overſtocked, and the Majority of them, 
4 obliged to keep their Money to pay at 
fixed Terms their Correſpondents, have 
© none to ſpare, even in Caſe of an advan- 
7 tageous Purchaſe; as for foreign Commo- 
dities, ſeveral Tradeſmen of the very 
inland Counties procure them from the 
Source. Thus the Fairs are become uſe- 
2 leſs, and excepted ſome Gentlemen, Far- 
mers, and Labourers, who buy at theſe 
Places a few Trinkets, and uſeful Goods, 
few capital Tradeffmen deal with thoſe 
| who keep the Fairs, for the Reaſons I 
have mentioned. As it will not pay 
Strangers to come far off with a great 
9838 of Goods, Sturbridge Fair, like 
all others, will decreaſe yearly, and per- 
haps the next Century this famous Mart, 
like all other ſublunary Eſtabliſhments, 
will be known only by Tradition. 
The Author wiſhes heartily Succeſs to 
all the People concerned in its Proſperi- 
ty, as the Expences and the Fatigue of a 
long Journey, with the Waſte of their 
Goods and Loſs of Time, cannot be com- 

penſated but by a great Vent. 
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